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On Feb. 8, the foreign ministers of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua
met with UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar to discuss plans to send an international
military observer force to the region to verify compliance with the 1987 regional peace plan.
According to the New York Times, all the ministers appeared to be elated by the result of the
discussion. They said they had agreed to accept whatever mechanism the Secretary General
proposes for monitoring compliance with the accord. The agreement calls for the Secretary General
to designate an international military observer force comprising "mobile groups" based in each
Central American country to ensure it does not harbor guerrilla groups or conduct subversive
operations against its neighbors. The foreign ministers asked West Germany, Canada and Spain to
contribute soldiers to the force, which they said should also include "Latin American participation"
and have the support of the Secretary General of the Organization of American States. The
agreements reached in New York by the foreign ministers will be presented for approval at a
summit meeting of Central American presidents next week in El Salvador. After the meeting, Perez
de Cuellar said that the dispatch of such an observer force would be subject to the approval of the
Security Council. Nicaragua has proposed that the five nations agree to guarantee access to the
region for private human rights organizations, such as Amnesty International and Americas Watch,
to monitor human rights performance. Next, Managua has suggested that the UN and the OAS
send observers to verify that elections in the region are free and fair. On Feb. 9, the foreign ministers
discussed mechanisms for observance of human rights practices and elections. (Basic data from
Xinhua, 02/09/89; New York Times, 02/09/89)
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